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Proposed changes to the recreational summer flounder management plan;
Proposed changes to the recreational scup management plan;

Proposed changes to the recreational tautog management plan; and
Proposed changes to the winter flounder management plan

1.
2.
3.
4.

The public has been afforded the opportunity to comment on the proposals contained in this
document at the public hearing scheduled for Thursday, May 4, 2006 (6 PM) at the URI Narragansett
Bay Campus, Corless Auditorium or by submitting written comments to the Division of Fish and
Wildlife, 3 Fort Wetherill Road, Jamestown, RI 02835 no later than 12:00 p.m. on May 4, 2006.
Underlined and bold font indicates new language and crossed out font denotes existing language
proposed for elimination. The numbers preceding the regulatory language are the sections of RI
Marine Fisheries Statutes and Regulations in which the changes are to occur.

1) Proposed changes to the recreational summer flounder management plan:

Status Quo
7.7.4 Summer flounder Recreational Regulations

7.7.4-1 Size and Possession — No person fishing recreationally shall possess
a summer flounder less than seventeen and one-half inches (17.5”) total
length, and no person fishing recreationally shall possess, per calendar day,
more than seven (7) summer flounder whether caught within the jurisdiction
of this state or otherwise. Compliance with the possession limit aboard
vessels will be determined by dividing the number of fish on a vessel by the
number of recreational fishermen onboard said vessel.

7.7.4-2 Season — The recreational season for summer flounder in Rhode
Island waters is open from April 1 through December 31. The season is
closed from January 1 through March 31. Possession of summer flounder
taken from any waters of the state for recreational purposes during the closed
season is prohibited.

Proposal 1



7.7.4 Summer flounder Recreational Requlations

7.7.4-1 Size and Possession — No person fishing recreationally shall possess
a summer flounder less than seventeen and one-half inches (17.5”) total
length, and no person fishing recreationally shall possess, per calendar day,
more than seven{# eight (8) summer flounder whether caught within the
jurisdiction of this state or otherwise. Compliance with the possession limit
aboard vessels will be determined by dividing the number of fish on a vessel
by the number of recreational fishermen onboard said vessel.

7.7.4-2 Season — The recreational season for summer flounder in Rhode
Island waters is open from April 1 through December 31. The season is
closed from January 1 through March 31. Possession of summer flounder
taken from any waters of the state for recreational purposes during the closed
season is prohibited.

Proposal 2
7.7.4 Summer flounder Recreational Requlations

7.7.4-1 Size and Possession — No person fishing recreationally shall possess
a summer flounder less than seventeen inches (17") seventeen-and-ene-half
mehes (1754 total length, and no person fishing recreationally shall possess,
per calendar day, more than five (5) seven{7) summer flounder whether
caught within the jurisdiction of this state or otherwise. Compliance with the
possession limit aboard vessels will be determined by dividing the number of
fish on a vessel by the number of recreational fishermen onboard said vessel.

7.7.4-2 Season — The recreational season for summer flounder in Rhode
Island waters is open from April 1 through December 31. The season is
closed from January 1 through March 31. Possession of summer flounder
taken from any waters of the state for recreational purposes during the closed
season is prohibited.

2) Proposed changes to the recreational scup management plan:

Status Quo

7.11.4 Scup - Recreational
7.11.4-1 - No person fishing recreationally shall possess scup less than ten
and one half inches (10.5") total length, and no person fishing recreationally
shall possess, per calendar day, more than twenty-five (25) scup, whether
caught within the jurisdiction of this State or otherwise except as provided in
section 7.11.4-3. Compliance with the possession limit aboard vessels will be
determined by dividing the number of fish on board a vessel by the number of
fishermen on board said vessel.

7.11.4-2 — The recreational season for scup in Rhode Island waters will be open
from July 1 through October 31 annually.



7.11.4-3 — While fishing on a party or charter boat, no person shall possess scup
less than ten and one half inches (10.5") total length, and no person fishing
while on a party or charter boat shall possess, per calendar day, whether caught
within the jurisdiction of this State or otherwise, more than twenty five (25) scup
from July 1 through August 31, and more than sixty (60) scup from September 1
through October 31. Compliance with the possession limit aboard vessels will
be determined by dividing the number of fish on board a vessel by the number
of fishermen on board said vessel.

Proposal 1
7.11.4 Scup - Recreational

7.11.4-1 - No person fishing recreationally shall possess scup less than ten
and one half inches (10.5") total length, and no person fishing recreationally
shall possess, per calendar day, more than twenty-five (25) scup, whether
caught within the jurisdiction of this State or otherwise except as provided in
section 7.11.4-3. Compliance with the possession limit aboard vessels will be
determined by dividing the number of fish on board a vessel by the number of
fishermen on board said vessel.

7.11.4-2 — The recreational season for scup in Rhode Island waters will be open
from Jwdy-2 June 1 through October 31 annually.

7.11.4-3 — While fishing on a party or charter boat, no person shall possess scup
less than ten and one half inches (10.5") total length, and no person fishing
while on a party or charter boat shall possess, per calendar day, whether caught
within the jurisdiction of this State or otherwise, more than twenty five (25) scup
from-July-2 June 1 through August 31, and more than sixty (60) scup from
September 1 through October 31. Compliance with the possession limit aboard
vessels will be determined by dividing the number of fish on board a vessel by
the number of fishermen on board said vessel.

Proposal 2
7.11.4 Scup - Recreational

7.11.4-1 - No person fishing recreationally shall possess scup less than ten
and one half inches (10.5") total length, and no person fishing recreationally
shall possess, per calendar day, more than twenty-five (25) scup, whether
caught within the jurisdiction of this State or otherwise except as provided in
section 7.11.4-3. Compliance with the possession limit aboard vessels will be
determined by dividing the number of fish on board a vessel by the number of
fishermen on board said vessel.

7.11.4-2 — The recreational season for scup in Rhode Island waters will be open
from July-2 June 1 through October 31 annually with the exception of party and
charter boats.




7.11.4-3 — While fishing on a party or charter boat, no person shall possess scup
less than ten and one half inches (10.5") total length, and no person fishing
while on a party or charter boat shall possess, per calendar day, whether caught
within the jurisdiction of this State or otherwise, more than twenty five (25) scup
from July 1 through August 31, and more than sixty (60) scup from September 1
through October 31, and more than twenty five (25) scup from November 1
through November 30. Compliance with the possession limit aboard vessels will
be determined by dividing the number of fish on board a vessel by the number
of fishermen on board said vessel.

3) Proposed changes to the recreational tautog management plan:

Status Quo

7.9 Tautog (Blackfish) -- No person shall take, possess, sell, possess for sale, or
offer for sale any tautog measuring less than sixteen (16) inches total length
whether caught within the jurisdiction of this State or otherwise.

7.9.1 Recreational -- Except as provided in Part Il, no person may possess more
than three (3) tautog from May 1 through October 14, annually, and no more than
ten (10) tautog from October 15 through December 31, annually. Compliance
aboard vessels will be determined by dividing the number of fish onboard a vessel
by the number of recreational fishermen onboard said vessel.

Proposal 1
7.9 Tautog (Blackfish) -- No person shall take, possess, sell, possess for sale, or

offer for sale any tautog measuring less than sixteen (16) inches total length
whether caught within the jurisdiction of this State or otherwise.

7.9.1 Recreational -- Except as provided in Part I, no person may possess more
than three (3) tautog from May 1 through October 14, annually, and no more than
ten-{10)-three (3) tautog from October 15 through December 31, annually.
Compliance aboard vessels will be determined by dividing the number of fish
onboard a vessel by the number of recreational fishermen onboard said vessel.

Proposal 2
7.9 Tautog (Blackfish) -- No person shall take, possess, sell, possess for sale, or

offer for sale any tautog measuring less than sixteen (16) inches total length
whether caught within the jurisdiction of this State or otherwise.

7.9.1 Recreational -- Except as provided in Part Il, no person may possess more
than three (3) tautog from May 1 through October 14, annually, and no more than
ten10)five (5) tautog from October 15 through December 31, annually.
Compliance aboard vessels will be determined by dividing the number of fish
onboard a vessel by the number of recreational fishermen onboard said vessel.




4) Proposed changes to the winter flounder management plan:

Proposal 1
11.19 Coastal Marine Life Management Area -- For the purpose of managing winter

flounder a Coastal Marine Life Management Area (CMLMA) is established which
includes all state waters north of the Colregs line of demarcation a-Hnefrem
SakennetPointLightto-PtJudith-Light, north of the seaward entrance to all
coastal salt ponds, including the area north of the seaward entrance to all coastal
salt ponds, including the area north of the seaward entrances to the Harbor of
Refuge, and the waters of Little Narragansett Bay north of a line from Napatree
Point to the western end of Sandy Point, including the waters of the Pawcatuck
River.

No person shall possess winter flounder while fishing in the Coastal Marine Life
Management Area except as provided for in section 11.19. 4449%494‘—&%49#%

0 1 n 0 1 n

Any person taking and/or possessing winter flounder in the Coastal Marine Life
Management Area except as provided in 7.8-1 and 7.8-2 shall not be subject to fine
and penalty if said fish are immediately returned to the water from which they came.
It is illegal for an otter trawl vessel to initiate trawling within the Coastal Marine Life
Management Area and haul back outside the CMLMA and possess winter flounder
except as specified in Part 7.8.1.

SGGHGH—L]A:Q—&bG#G—Gf—t—h—I—S—d—GGH—FHth—WIthIn %heupemamder—e#the CMLMA
deseribed-in11-19(coastal ponds,—ete)-north of the seaward entrance to all

coastal salt ponds, including the area north of the seaward entrances to the




Harbor of Refuge, and the waters of Little Narragansett Bay north of aline from
Napatree Point to the western end of Sandy Point, including the waters of the
Pawcatuck River there will be a 100 pound possession limit for all commercial

fishermen. oo coen o poc oo o L ool e o e

11.19.6 - With the exception of gillnets and fyke nets, fishing for winter flounder in
the CMLMA will be prohibited from one hour after sunset until one hour before
sunrise. Gillnets and fyke nets may not be hauled from one hour after sunset to
one hour before sunrise.

11.19.9 -
Repealed

Proposal 2
11.19 Coastal Marine Life Management Area -- For the purpose of managing

winter flounder a Coastal Marine Life Management Area (CMLMA) is established
which includes all state waters north of a line from Sakonnet Point Light to Pt.
Judith Light, north of the seaward entrance to all coastal salt ponds, including the
area north of the seaward entrance to all coastal salt ponds, including the area
north of the seaward entrances to the Harbor of Refuge, and the waters of Little
Narragansett Bay north of a line from Napatree Point to the western end of Sandy
Point, including the waters of the Pawcatuck River.




No person shall possess winter flounder while fishing in the Coastal Marine Life
Management Area except as provided for in section 11.19. 4%9%494‘—3—#%#%

0 1 n 0 1 n

Any person taking and/or possessing winter flounder in the Coastal Marine Life
Management Area except as provided in 7.8-1 and 7.8-2 shall not be subject to
fine and penalty if said fish are immediately returned to the water from which they
came. ltis illegal for an otter trawl vessel to initiate trawling within the Coastal
Marine Life Management Area and haul back outside the CMLMA and possess
winter flounder except as specified in Part 7.8.1.

seeuenérl—kgabeveeif—tM&deeument—Wlthm %heupemamder—e#the CMLMA
deseribed-in11-19(coastal ponds,—ete)-north of the seaward entrance to all
coastal salt ponds, including the area north of the seaward entrances to the
Harbor of Refuge, and the waters of Little Narragansett Bay north of aline from
Napatree Point to the western end of Sandy Point, including the waters of the
Pawcatuck River there will be a 100 pound possessmn I|m|t for aII commermal




11.19.6 - With the exception of gillnets and fyke nets, fishing for winter flounder in
the CMLMA will be prohibited from one hour after sunset until one hour before
sunrise. Gillnets and fyke nets may not be hauled from one hour after sunset to
one hour before sunrise.

11.19.9 -
Repealed
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